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Hello! My name is Nicole dos Santos, and |'m the ALT currently working at Wadayama Junior
High School. Originally, I'm from Oregon in the United States. It goes without saying
that Covid has changed all our lives over the past few years.

| arrived in Japan in August of 2019, three years ago already! Time really flies.
| haven't been able to return home since | left, and | feel that | haven't really been
able to experience Japan the way that | expected to. | had also hoped to help welcome
exchange students to Wadayama Junior High School and introduce them to the area that |
now call home. | was already in contact with teachers from Chehalem Valley Middle School
in 2019, helping to prepare a tentative schedule for when students arrived, but
unfortunately the exchange was ultimately cancel led.

But | don't regret coming to Japan by any means. Living on my own for the first time in
a foreign country has allowed me to become more self-sufficient, and |’'ve learned that
even in difficult situations, even when I'm on my own, things will work out and be okay.
That was one of my main goals when | decided to come out to work in Japan.

Over the years, | ve become more and more comfortable living in Wadayama, and | owe it
to my friends here, and the kindness of the staff and students of my school. Maybe it
sounds like I'm just saying that to be nice, but the truth is that despite being unable
to return to America for three years, | haven't once felt homesick. Nobody knows what
the future holds, but for now, this is my home, and | will always remember my time here
fondly.
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